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Well, its that time of year where the
district continues its operations with a
“skeleton crew.” They will continue pile
pick-up on Mondays and Fridays and
will go through October 31  (weather
permitting). 
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Did you see the new lake operations
building is under construction? The
lake crew is currently operating out of
a temporary trailer borrowed from
Walleye’s for Tomorrow – Pewaukee
Chapter, and other onsite trailers. It
will be worth the headache when the
building is completed. The existing
building was built in 1941, WOW, what a
ride!

 

After 85 years and 4 generations, it was
way past time for replacement. The
last 10 years were getting significantly  
beyond the building’s useful life with
the building’s 3  roof rotting, the
window frames disintegrating, the
grinder pump failing, bathroom issues,
garage door failures and other
nuances. The barges couldn’t fit
through the garage door height or
length wise. Back in 1941,  harvesters
were not designed to the size and
specs for daily operations as they are
today. With the District growing
proportional to the increased demand
for plant harvesting, the number of
machines needed, and the need to
repair the machines promptly has
increased exponentially as well. We
now own and operate 4 harvesters, 4
transporters, 3 shore barges and (2) 30-
yard dump trucks. In our last 2
newsletters we discussed the benefits 
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of aquatic plants and how they balance
the ecosystem. However, if there is a
major surge in nutrients (such as the
runoff from the two 500-year storms
we had over the past year), the plants
cannot uptake enough of the excess
nutrients and algae blooms can then
become inevitable. This is especially
true during late season when growth of
the plants slows after seeding.
Simultaneously, we also get the issue
of the Vallisneria Americana (Wild
Celery or Eelgrass) that becomes
buoyant and floats to the surface. This
is the plants method of dispersing and
re-seeding itself. This causes there to
be a large vacancy of growing aquatic
plants and this can then cause that gap
where there is not enough plants to
“take up” the nutrients late in the year.
This is the balance we keep talking
about which is hard to visualize. It is
that “happy medium.” 

There is a natural cycle and “sine wave”
between all of the elements within the
lakes system as shown in the
illustration above. People can be quick
to react to weeds or algae and tend to
think there’s something wrong with the
lake. In reality, most times it is just part
of a natural cycle. It is our job at LPSD
and you as the stewards of the lake to
improve the lake and keep it as
balanced as possible. Furthermore, we
want to all keep our eyes open for
potentially large algae blooms and the
toxic blue green algae that may come
with it. Fortunately, it has been many
years since we have seen a lake-wide
algae bloom of concern. We will post a
picture of a photo from the past on our
website or look it up online. Although
we are enjoying these calm warm
October days, that is what promotes
algae growth. We need some wind and
some waves to help break it up.



If you have any questions about sewer operations, budgets, sump pumps, or summer lake crew opportunities, contact
Lake Pewaukee Sanitary District at (262 )-691-4485, email us at LPSD@lakepewaukee.org, or visit our website at

www.lakepewaukee.org.

For a quick video on our system
and current upgrades, scan the

QR code or follow the link
 on the bottom

 of this newsletter SEWER OPERATIONS
The increase in user fees will be 6% this
year and we anticipate going down to
5% the following year based on the
Ehlers long term planning report. As
more users enter the system, this will
help with the upgrade costs, and we
hope to not have any larger increases.

We were fortunate to obtain a WDNR
Clean Water Fund Loan with an interest
rate of around 2.5%. Tough to beat that
rate at this point in time. Ultimately, we
are rebuilding the system for the next
50 years or more and we are doing it
with the cheapest rates possible. 

We do not like increasing fees as we
pay them ourselves. We are also a not-
for-profit government organization, so
we do not “make money” off the users,
we just pay the bills and ship the
sewage to Brookfield. The proposed
budget addresses these upgrades.

http://www.lakepewaukee.org/
http://www.lakepewaukee.org/
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